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Second Man: Yeah. 
First Man: Thanks! 
~S. Suresh Babu, 
Kolar Gold Fields 
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Dear children, 

Wee decided to focus on the fast depleting wildlife wealth of India, in this 
issue 

‘What made us think in these lines was the floods in Assam, West Bengal 
and other northern states causing a lot of destruction and loss of life. 

People living in these areas have atleast the sixth sense to spot danger. 
They can also think of ways and means to avoid or overcome such natural 
calamities. But animals can rely only 
fon their instinct, We could see on 
the TV screen animals living in 
sanctuaries evacuating their natural 
habitat and moving to safer places. 
‘Our hearts went out to them. 

‘A donation big or small to the 
Chief Minister's relief fund, Assam, 
will help to rehabilitate these 
animals. 


With all the special features on 
wildlife, this issue is no doubt 
interesting, but | do miss the Jayabalan story! How about you? 

Jayabalan and his ministers may act funny, but they are not very different 
from the antics of several of our rulers and leaders! Thus, itis a reflection of 
our society and we learn to laugh at ourselves. The next step should be to 
correct ourselves. 

‘On behalf of several thousands of young Gokulam readers (and of course 
their parents!) | request Janakan to give us a regular supply of Jayabalan stories, 
For, democracy thrives on healthy criticism, and what better way to criticise 
than being light hearted about it! 





Love, 


\uer 


K, Rajendran 
Editor 





‘Of all created things the loveliest, 
And most divine are children. 
— William Canton 
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Dear Gokutam Editor, 

We are shocked to read the cover 
story in Gokulam Oct. "98. On behalf 
of 450 Fireworks manufacturers in 
Sivakasi and in the interest of one lakh 
employees depending on this industry 
we vehemently refute the criticism 
made in your article. The views high- 
lighted in your caver story are baseless. 

Service organisations like UNI- 
CEF are fully foreign 
aided organisations and 
their intention is to 
hamper Indian industry 
so that foreign traders can 
capture the Indian market. 
They created false data 
files 20 years back and 
made wide propaganda 
through press and television 
against this industry. Thus, 
press and TV channels are 

jsused by such organisations. 
We, tne firework manufacturers 
at Sivakasi, declare that there is 
no child labour in this industry. 

Fireworks Industry is 
governed by 18 different acts and 
rules. Only persons above the age 
of 18 are to be employed. Manu - 
facturing crackers at home is illegal. 
All labour laws are strictly enforced by 





the authorities. 


Accidents do happen, but no child 
has died in any fireworks accident, 
becaus. no child isemployed. Sivakasi 
has more school-going children than 
any other town in this district. 
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CONTROVERSY 
Consequent to the enactment of 
Child Labour Prohibition Act in 1986 
a great awareness has come about and 
child labour has been totally eradicated 
in the Fireworks industry in Sivakasi. 
‘The field inspectors are very strict and 
the Inspectorate of Factories, Govt. of 
‘Tamil Nadu has declared 





that there is no child 
labour in the Fireworks Factories. 
This was published in important 
newspapers on 9.8.98, and this is the 
ive state of affairs. 
29.9.98 AP. Selvarajan, 
President, 
‘Tamil Nadu Fireworks and 
Amorces Manufacturers’ 
Association, 
Sivakasi - 626 123 
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(3) Thank you for publishing my 
sketch in art gallery, was in VI st. 
‘when Isentin the drawing, Ithas been 
published nov, when Lam in VII st. 

B. Shenha, VILA, 

Sacred Heart Convent H.S., Hubli 


(2) Even my 
inGokulam, Itis very informative and 
temptsme to read tall the ime, Thank 
you for giving us this wonderful 
magazine 


erestedd 









R, Srilakshmi, age 11, 
PSBBSSS, Chennai 
(2) Hello! 1am a new reader of 
your magazine, Tam 16 but I still like 
reading your magazine, 1 liked your 
articles on Charles Darwin, Lost Fauna 
fof 20th century andl Pyramids 
made wonders. By the way, what do 
you mean by Goku 
P. Vineela, Visakhapatnam 


Dear Vineela, 

Gokulam was where Lord Krishna spent 
his childhood, Since it is a magazine for 
children this name was chosen. When the 
tamil version of the magazine was browght 
‘out, many children then had suggested this 
name. So, even the english version has 
retained this name. Ed. 











[= Thepainting of Mother Teresa 


















BOX 


by Nitesh Sah in September iss 
marvellous masterpiece. 1 hope 

‘okulam will publish more and more 
‘works like this 











S. Shyamal 
B.V.B. Matri 


age 14, 
Erode 













1k you for publishing my 
story ‘A litte kindness’ in the August 
issue of Gokulam, My birthday falls in 
August andl it was a surprise gift from, 











SHAKTIMARN 
VISITS CHENNAI 


Shaktimaan, — Mukesh 
Khanna, was in Chennai on 
Oct. 7 to entertain children at 
a carnival for school children, 
For the children, seeing Shakti- 
maan face-to-face was a rare 
treat, There were many games 
and a fancy dress competition. 
There was also a competition 
that tested your knowledge of 
‘Shaktimaan’ the serial itself: 
At the fancy-cress contest there 
were halfa dozen Shaktimaans 
aged 3 to 8. 
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CRACKERS 
— Boycott or Not? 
[1 Moved tigh 
After reading this article I don’t think 
I shall be able to Ii 
without thinking of th 


ing crackers once 


ht a firework 
cle. Thanks 
to the person who wrote the article. 








‘Also, can you increase the number of 
jokes and riddles? 
R. Nitin Balajee, Chennai 













Shouldn't we think twice 

about boycotting crackers? How will 

the children of the poor fan 

Sivakasi earn their livi 

joney only during the Diwali season. 

Taceept it pollutes the atmospher 
how else will they make ends 

R. Vijay Prabhu, VILA, 

R. Vidhya, VIII A, PSSSS and 

Sriram, VB, St. John's SSS, 


but 
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brothe 
your Octobe 





‘The October issue was superb. 
Sachin’s poster was timely for me. I 
ff taking up cricket seri- 
IX standard. The October 
issue is a treasure to be kept safe 

RV. Mayil Vahanan, 
Don Bosco HS, Madurai 








=) Flowers attract bees, 
Bees like honey. 
Gold attracts people, 
People like money 
This book attracts me, 
also like pastries; 
Does this poem attract you, 
The way pastries attract me? 
std. 












‘TT Arasu Mat. Hi 
Thanks for publishing my 


Hari Prashanth’s painting in 





S. Bhavani, Chennai 


oday sugar is so plentiful 

T and inexpensive that we 

think it is quite a common 

thing. When George Washington 

was a boy, refined sugar was very 

expensive. Even unrefined sugar 

which was considered cheap was 

beyond the reach of the common 

man! People used maple syrup as 
a sweetener in those days. 

All sugars are carbohydrates. 
They are all made up of carbon 
hydrogen and oxygen. These ele 
ments are arranged in different 
ways in different sugars. The 
sweetness as well as the speed 
with which the sugar dissolves de- 
pends on the chemical composi- 
tion of the sugar. Some sugars are 
not sweet at all! 


6 





The sugar obtained from the 
sugarcane juice is called ‘sucrose.’ 
Itis most widely used as a sweet- 
ener. Glucose or Dextrose or grape 
sugar is the next-most-used sugar. 
Milk sugar is called ‘Lactose’, Malt 
sugar is called ‘Maltose’, Fruit 
sugar is called ‘Fructose.’ 

Sugar is found in many living 
things—both vegetable and ani- 
mals. Many trees contain sugar in 
their sap. Date, cocount and other 
palm trees were once used as a 
source of sugar, Maple syrup and 
sugar were widely used. Fruits are 
sweet because they contain some 
kind of sugar. So are honey and 
milk. Many garden vegetables-in- 
cluding onion, contain sugar! Nec- 
tar contains sugar and is eagerly 
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sought by the bees. Some sugars 

are difficult to crystallise and are 

hence used in the form of syrup. 
output comes from 
sugarcane and 45% is beet 


sugar, The most commonly used 
sugar is the ‘granu- 


oday 55% of the world’s 





lated sugar 
These grains are moulded and 
pressed into sugar cubes. When 
the grains are ground into a fine 
powder we get the ‘confectioner's 
sugar 

Sugar that is not refined to pure 
whiteness was called ‘brown 
sugar’. Ithas a special taste and a 
flavour. There are different grades 
such as light yellow, golden brown, 
and dark brown. Sugar syrup is 
used in cooking and as a spread 
for hot cakes. Molasses is the 
product left over in the process of 
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sugar manufacture. This heavy 
dark syrup may contain upto 50% 
sucrose, The high grade molas- 
ses is used in preparing candies, 
cookies and ginger bread. The low 
grade molasses is used in prepar- 
ing alcohol. 

Saccharin is a synthetic 
sugar. It is a white crys- 
talline powder that con- 
tains no calories. That is 
tosay, it passes through 
our body without under- 
going any change. Our 


a fuel. So people who 
are on strict diet and 
those who suffer from 
diabetes find ita 
blessing, They add 


saccharin in place of sugar to their 
otherwise tasteless drinks. 
Jaggery, an Indian product is 
also made from molasses. It is a 
by product in sugar manufacture 


K.R. Visalakshi 





COMMONWEALTH GAMES 


nidia returned home wi 
gold, 10 silver and eight 
medals in the just concluded 
Commonwealth ga 
have slipped two rungs low 
this time. 

This means, had we made j 
effort, more than what we made durin 
last games we could have returned hor 
as fourth or third if not the runner-up in the 
games. 

Instead, we slipped lower. What 
reason behind such miserable p 
ances by Indian sportsmen and 














“Shooters brought 


nasa some glory 


A Matter of 
ATTITUDE 


Why were some of our sportspersons 
successful? Jaspal Rana, the shooter f 
Dheradun region placed a feather 
cap. He won gold inhis event. He had px 
lems with his pistol just before the ev 
was about to begin. He did nat come 














aboutit. Instead he had itrepaired and went 


on to win gold 

Spectators of the India-Malayasia 
hockey match say, India let go of many 
scoring points. Despite Malaysia bein 
a 













.-J Disney 








ntages there was a 
ning the match. So, 
grab the opportunity? 





lame failure on poor per 
formance. But even the atti- 
tude towards the game mat- 
days the world over, physical 
y and planning during a 
given protiy. India has talented 
‘But, most of them lack the de- 
time. Games like hockey 


tokeep 
for a day wil re 








is, instead of prac- 

ing the game only when there is time for 
the player must master the game, 

‘The player must plan ahead of his oop- 

abou the steps he would take to win the 

game. In tgam sports this is done by having 

eperenoed, seasoned coach Other coun- 

ae able romp home wih 

Pay the game as one 


jude Towards sports must 
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wires ‘21 e6e ‘ysoubia “y 
jaunas p woul au 2avs pup usnjaxy 
‘nm pun soap ‘fipo fia yo 


fing Bop fiut fiq uaaa paysafoy 
‘nas ayquisoy v 2q 07 mo pausny IT 
fund uayony ay? uy payuaunziadxa T 
‘upu fizsp1 v any 0} Bundogy 


NSGNWESAn ° 
ASnoH 


“yons sp umpdwos 1aaau | 40g 
‘yonu: nou fivu auou aseyr JO 
ssuasno.y Buupa pup sbop Buryrogy 
“suaonps Buryoaiq pun sarod Burysoy, 


aybyd fisos fu w Burynsay 
qy61u pun fivp Buryson onuy 
‘aim, pyp ays ow fybupuuna puy 
uno1 v uo {jo 128 afin fiyy 








j4oyqm | yorym fo ny 
‘sasoyo fijyop fiunw og 


jurpua] fiopyoy say Buyfipnys s,ays apy i 
‘umwop pop safin fiu wy auopyy 

suo au sayput Bundaay asnopy 

‘fisp pun swoy wn 7 2107 
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B 1 am in class IX. 
boy I wanted to do astronomy and was 
determined tobe an astronaut ora space 
scientist. Since standard Vil, | have 
decided to become a politician and 


As a younger 





reform India socially 
ecorfomically. My mother 
me to become Thave also 
written many articles to find a solution 
tothe problems of India. Please tell me 
what I can make of myself in future 
MS. Aravind Raj, age 13, 
KV No. 1, Uppal, Hyderbad 


and 

















Dear Aravind 


Raj 
w 


10 


come a politician you must be moti- 
vated towards social service. You could 
start by helping around in your colony 
— like keeping your street clean, 
planting trees and helping out in the 
general maintenance of your area 
Meanwhile, you can take up astronomy 
‘as your main career. You have three or 
four more years to decide on a career 
in astronomy. You have to opt for 
science in your Xland Xi standard. You 
may have to score a minimum of 90% 
in both physics and maths. In college 
you must opt for physics and then 
branch on to astrophysics. You could 
develop ‘service to society’ as your lite 
time hobby. This could see you through 
to becoming a politician later in life 


tam in V standard. When | study 
for exams | remember every answer, But 
when | begin to write I become nervous 
and forget everthing. « How do | 
‘overcome this nervousness? 

K. Nitin, age 10, SNMSS School. 


Dear Nitin, 

You haven't sent in the name of 
your city, Please send in the same. You 
will have to write down the answers 
atleast twice or thrice. This way you 
will never forget the answers. Learning 
by rote does not help. 


GRANDMA 
WLLL 
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8) My elder brother has left home 
to stay in a hostel. Usually we slept 
together. These days | sleep alone in 
my room, Icannot sleep. | stay awake 
for a long time and have difficulty in 
going to sleep, 
R. Sulit, age 9, 
St. Joseph’s HS, Trivandrum, 

Dear Sujit, 

(M1. You cannot have your brother by 
your side all your life. You have to leam 
to sleep alone. IV you don’t fall asleep 
take up a story book and read until you 
fall asleep. 





Lam in Vill standard. My elder 
sister in XII standard. She often quarrels 
with me. My parents support her. | 
stand first in class yet never get any 
encouragement from them. When I try 
tobring up this topic, my parents change 
the subject. Please help. 
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Krishna Chaitanya, age 12, 
Vidhyarthi HS, Chittoor. 


Dear Krishna Chaitanya, 

J. You have not stated the reason 
for your quarrels. Besides, your sister is 
facing her board exams this year, This 
year determines her career. So, your 
parents are trying to help her out during 
atime of important decisions. Your sister 
isprobably very tense. You will receive 
the same kind of support from your 
parents when you enter XIt standard, 





B 1am in standard Vill, | have two 
friends - Priya and Kaveri, They are my 


CfA’ 





ste 


close friends, Priya isin my class while 

Kaveri belongs to another class. Priya 

plays with me until Kaveri comes along 

She then deserts me. What shall | do? | 
fee! hurt 

Ashwati Balakrishnan, age 12, 

1. Xaviers HS, Mumbai 


Dear Ashwat 
© Maybe your iriends see more of 
each other or perhaps they live closer 
to each other. Naturally, their 
relationship will be stronger. Give them 
time. They will come back to you. 
Love, 
Grandma worm 








n 








their mother. 

Madhavi 
picked up her 
necklace and 
skipped into the 
palace. Madhavi 
did not notice the 
manwho followed 
her into the pal- 
ace, Atthe palace 
gates, the man 
was stopped. The 
guards asked him 
who he was. The: 
man replied, "lam 








adhavapuri was a 

large kingdom, The 
king who ruled this 
kingdom was Madhavaran 
Madhavaran had a beautiful daughter 
whom he named Madhavi, Madhavi 
‘grew up in the palace, She spent most 
of her free time in the palace garden. 
She was to be married to the prince of 
the neighbouring kingdom, 

‘One day when the princess was 
walking in the garden she decided to 
take a dip in the swimming pool. Her 
maids warned her not to take a dip. 
Madhavi wouldn't listen, She removed 
her precious necklace and placed it 
onthe stone steps of the pool. Even as 
she was swimming her brother Pandu 
appeared from the palace and told her 
that she was wanted in the palace by 


Contributors from outside 
Hndia-are requested to send 
their Indian contact address , 
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THE LOST 


carpenter, The wooden bureau in the 
princess’ room is broken. She sent for 
me to set itright.” 

The guards did not have the cour- 
‘age to speak to the princess, So, they 
believed the man and let him into the 
palace. 

‘Madhavi placed the precious neck- 
lace on her bureau and ran to meet 
hermother. She totaly forgot about the 
necklace and went abouther work. The 
‘next morning she looked for her neck- 
lace and it was not there where she 
had placed it, 


henecklace had been a present 
from the prince she was going to 
marry. The prince was expected 10 
meet Madhavi that evening, Madhavi 
was now very worried. She told her 
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mother that the 
necklace had 
been lost 

King Madha- 
varan sent his 
most talented 
‘sleuths to recover 
her necklace. 
They searched 
throughoutthe city 
Finally, they came 
across a saint's |, 
hermitage. Close 
tothe hermitage in 
the hole of a tree 





\ \ tN 





who had eniered the 
palace the previous day. 
‘The carpenter owned up 
to stealing the necklace. 


they saw the necklace. The sleuths re- 
trieved the necklace. But, who had 
taken the necklace and placeditin the 
hole? Justas the sleuths were trying to 
figureoutthe culprit, they noticed aman 
coming out of the hermitage. 
Thepalace guards chasedhimand 
caughthim, The man was the carpen- 


The king warned the guards not to al- 

low unknown men into the palace. The 

carpenter was severely punished. Prin- 

cess Madhavi wore the necklace that 
evening when she met her fiance. 

J. Abilaasha, Il std, 

Indian school, Kuwait 





Also called as Bapuiji, 


Father of our nation, Gandhiji, 
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Went to South Africa to study law, 
Upset with the treatment there to the Indians, 
He chose the path of non-violence, 

‘And won for India Independence, 

He is the true son of our nation, 

‘And will be remembered 


Forever with devotion. 





KP. Sahana, age 11, 
St.Mi Med, School, Udi 
— fary’s Eng. pi 


Please send in your house address, 


Y 
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Fit in the blanks 
with the capitals of the 



































given countries. You 
will get the name of a 

















cricket player in the bax 


Capital of Pakistan 
Capital of Brazil 
Capital of Egupt 
Capital of India 
Capital of USA 
Capital of Nepal 
Capital of South Africa 
Capital of Argentina 
Capital of Finland 





























Capital of Bhutan 
Capital of Srilanka 
Capital of Bangladesh 
Capital of Denmark 
Capital of Poland 
S. Jagadish, 
Shri Anand Jain Vidhyalaya 
School, Chennai. 





RIDDLES 


1) What can you hold on your 
right palm but not your left palm? 
2) What has four legs and can 


fly? 


3) Which bird can lift the heavi- 








GOKULAM 





-E ind out the nation’s celebration day by 


filling the box using the 
clues - 
1,2 preposition 
56.10.11, 12 - less than a shilling 
5K 
8,910 - Home of an animal 





+ you can write with its help 









































Tess sere e OH 
M. Vinodh, 
\Vriddhachalam 


96 i 89 68 
88 69 91 16 
6l 86 18 99 
19 98 66 8I 
The sum of all the numbers in all 


the rows, columns and diagonals is 
264 





Compiled by 
Abhilash S. Purohit, 
age 14, 1X 

Kendriya Vidy 
Gulbarga 








est weight? 
4) What starts with T ends with T and 
has Tea inthe middle? 
5) Why does a chicken watch TV? 
6) Why did Robot go mad? 
7) Why did the lion go over a mountain? 
Vikram Jain, age 15, HSS School, Chennai 





LARGEST 
NUMBER 


The targest number in the 
world that can be expressed 
with 3 digits is (99). Le 
Nineth power of nine to the 
power of nine. No one has 
been able to compute this yet. 

‘The answer to this number 
will contain 369 milion digits. 
‘And to read it would take 
more than a year. To write 
down the answer you would 
require 1164 miles of paper. 





The biggest known Prime 
Number is 2 "7-1 

= _ 17014118346046 
9231731687303715 
884105727 


Compiled by 
K.C. Radhika, age 12, 
Vill Std, Jaycees English 
Medium school, 

Karkala 
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nakes belong 
to the reptile 
family. They are 
vertibrates and are 
usually found on 
land. Snakes are 
believed to have 
evolved from dinosaurs. 
The evolution tree goes ike 
this - Dionsaurs - lizards - ‘ 
snakes. 
Like their evolution, these 
snakes have graduated from be- 
ing water creatures to land and 
then have invaded the underground 
terrains, 





1 cobra nobis 
‘ho deserts of contrat 





Inthe Jurassic age, about 245 mi 
tion years ago, they were water cre: 
tures with four feet. As they evolved 
they lost their imbs. Another part of 
dinosaurs evolved with legs and claws, 

‘Snakes that lived in water survived 
on fish and crustaceans, About 100 
milion years ago, its closest relative 
Jookedike.a crocodile. The rst known 
fossil of a snake was found in Israel, 


16 





Which lived 97 million years ago. 
‘Snakes began developing fangs about 
35 million years ago. Venomous 
snakes are smaller than the non-poi- 
‘sonous varieties. The more venomous 
the snake, the smaller itis. 

The snake will press its fangs into 
its enemy's skin. The fangs work like 
hypodermic needles, The venom en- 

ters the skin of the creature and thus 
the blood, The wound around the 
skin where the fangs pierce be- 


‘comes putrid 


snake store 
side its jaws in sacs. 
The venom travels 
through a chann 
along the fangs 
and enters the 
skin of the prey, 
The venom isso. Wy 
poisonous that it \ 
can kil injustabout “"\, 
halfan hour, The venom 
reacts with the nervous system 
paralysing thenerves and starts up in- 
temal bleeding, The bloods poisoned 












November %® GOKULAM 


+ Russo's Viper 


IN THE 
WILD 
at a time and thrust 
forward the rear 
edigesofthe shield to 
a which they areunited. At 
% each movement, the shield 
i grips some rough spot on the 
ground and the whole body is drawn 
ahead 
This is why, ifthe snake is moving in 
grow continu: 3 straight line it can be stunned by 
ously. Theyshed — merely swinging its tail 
their skins atleast The snake's lower jaw is not a solid 
six times in a year, 
They have no eyelids. The 
eyes are fixed within transparent scales 
hich also come away with the rest of 
the skin 
How they move: They have an 
enormous number of ribs loosely 
Unitedto the backbone. The tree ends 
of the ris are altached to a shield of 
hom on the the exterior of the skin be- 
neath the body. The ribs move a pair 


immediately and death is im- 
minent, This venom may 
not be as deadly ifit were 
sent directly to the stom 
ach. 

Snakes live long and 

























* Anaconda 


boneikeours. tisinhalves united 
at the chin by a powerful mus- 
cle. Snakes live on rats, goats 
and frogs. Water snakesiiveon 
fish and crustaceans. Deers also 
form a part of their meal, There are 
aileast 3,000 varieties of snakes 
‘Notall snakes are poisonous. Some 


Ry, “lewelknown snakes are - the co- 
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bra, the python, t 
Viper, the adder, 

the boa constric: 

tor, the ana 
conda and the 
rattlesnake 
Snakes have 

made India 
southern China and 
Malaya their homes, The adderis.a Brit 
ish poisonous snake and the Ana 
‘onda is American, 

‘The Indian cobra will bite its victim 
and send venom into the victim. The 
deadly African cobra will squirt the 
‘venom and temporarily blindits victim. 
The asp is the deadliest ofall snakes. 
Itcan kil a human being in under halt 
an hour, Notallwater-snakes are harm 
less. Some sea - snakes are poison- 

ous. They can bite a swimmer and 
cause death too 
Snakes 






+ Venom extraction 


hyberate during winter, Rat- 
tlesnakes will ive together 
during winter. They assemble 
in scores or in hundreds and 
sleep away the winter, 
Snakes eat their prey by coll 
ing themselves around the 
victim and squeezing the 
prey. The snake willuse is tail 
as a lever to push the prey 
into its mouth. Once a snake 
has had its meal finds it very dificult 
tomove. The Indian python can even 
swallowa goat and wil not feel hungry 
for almost a month. 
A snake can live without food but it 
cannot live without water. A snake will 
not attack unless provoked, 





en kil snakes out of fear. Snake 
M skin is used in making belts and 
handbags and jackets. Snakes are 
grown in serpentariums, like hens and 


cows are grown in farms. A 
serpentarium is a snake farm, 

The venom of a snake can be ex- 
tracted. It will take 2-3 weeks for the 
snakes to manufacture venom. The 
largest and the oldest serpentarium is 
in Brazil 

Egyptians considered snakes sa- 
cred. In India too, people leave bowls 
of milk near anthils for the snakes to 
rink. Whether snakes drink milk is not 
known. Snakes do not build their own 
homes. They wil make an anthil their 
home, driving the ants away. 

Contrary to belief snakes are not 
charmed by the music of snake 
charmers. 


* Aboby snake is hatching 








= EXPERIENCE — 
Taken for a ride 








































My cousins and | are fond of 
kites. We made one but we 
couldn't fly it. We asked a man 
who lived close by to help us fly 
the kite. He said the kite was 
not made properly. He told us 
that kites were being sold in a 
wellknown shop of our area 
We told him that we had 
enquired but the shop-keeper 
had said he did not stock 
them, 
The man then said, “if 
the kites are not available 
there, I will give you Rs. 
15. 
We took the bait and 
walked upto the shop 
that was roughly 3-4 km. 
from our house. The 
shop-keeper said he did 
not stock kites. We 
trudged back wearily in 
the hot sun and told 
the man, We asked 
him to give us the 
promised Rs. 15. He did 
not give us the promised 
money. Instead, we got 
scolded by my mother! 
KS. Sridevi, 
Koramangala, 
Bangalore. 
Dear Sridevi, 
Please send in your 
class and school 
details. 


— EXPERIENCE — 
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EXPERIENCE 










Teacher 
‘Charlie’ 





Our class is known 
for playing pranks on 
unsuspecting teachers 
Most teachers who 
taught our class had 
been given a nickname 
by.us, The new chemis 
try teacher had been 


A travel by night 


We went by car to Guruvayoor. 
After the darshan of Lord Krishna, 
my parents decided not to halt for 
the night. So, we travelled during 
night. Around midnight the driver 
suddenly stopped the car saying 
there was not enough petrol and he 
needed water for the radiator. 
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As we were pondering what the 
next step should be, we saw two vans 
approach our vehicle. The vans stop: 
ped beside our car and my father and 
uncle asked us to lie low on the seat, 
‘Two men alighted from one of the 
vans and came up to the car. Before 
they could ask anything, a policeman 
also approached our car. We told 
the policeman why we had stopped. 
He directed us to the nearest petrol 
station and also guided us to the next 
town. He advised us not to travel 
during the night. 
We reached home safely and 
my grandma says it was 
Guruvayoorappan who had 
appeared as the policeman 
and saved us that day. 


mane 


R. Nithya, 
P.R. Sidha Naidu Mat. 
School, Coimbatore 
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named ‘charlie’ because he had a 
mop of curly hair. He was short, 
like Charlie Chaplin. 

The Children’s Day was round the 
corner. The teachers put up special 
shows on that day. One of the girls. 
piped as soon as the chemistry 
teacher came, "'Sir, wouldn't you like 
to act as Charlie Chaplin in the Chil- 
dren's Day function?” 

The entire class burst into laugh- 
ter. Our chemistry teacher didn't say 
anything but went on to teach the 
class, 

On Children’s Day our teachers 





Lost and returned 


T was three years old then. We 
were going to Mumbai by plane. We 
reached the airport before time. My 
mother and I went to the 
bathroom to freshen up. My 
father waited for us in the 
lounge. 1 found myself 
outside the bathroom. | 
spotted my father and thought 
1 would walk up to him. In the 
crowd | lost my way and was 
soon in tears. 

I found myself before some 
stalls in the airport. | approached 
a stall still in tears. 1 told the 
man in the stall that I had 
lost my way. The man 
seated me in the stall. 

My mother in the 
meanwhile, had found 
me missing. She told my 
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presented various items. To our 
horror, our chemistry teacher ap- 
peared on the stage as Charlie 
Chaplin, He received a loud ap- 
plause from the audience. 

Alter the show the girl went up 
to the chemistry teacher and apolo- 
gised for her behaviour. But he 
smiled and said, “Anyway, it was a 
great idea.” 

Sudha, age -14, New Delhi. 


Dear Sudha, 
PI, send your full name and 
school’s name. 





father and together my parents 
began searching for me. They had 
my name announced on the 
microphone. That too did not yield 
results, They finally found me in one 
of the stalls after a 
Jong search. 
Rashmi 
R. Bhat, VIE, 
New Public 
Eng. School, 
Bangalore 





LET YOUR 
LIGHT SHINE 


Let your tight shine. 

‘Make your light well worth 

For this wonderful earth, 

Let it guide everyone 

Even the biggest sun. 

Let your light shine in the dark 
‘And help even the dangerous shark. 


Let your light guide 
God shall be by your side. 
Let your light reach 
Even the darkest shade of peach. 
Let your light shine and glow 
For all to follow. 
Siva Kartikaa, IX BY 
Sacred Heart (Mat.) Hr. Sec. School, 











here stood a 
castle on the 
hillock. There 


were stories of evil 
spirits living inside 
the castle. Soeven 
a picnic to the 
shady grove on 
the hillock was 
forbidden. 
Somu, Rajuand 
Mahesh plan- 
ned to trek to the ruined castle 
that saturday without their 
parents’ knowledge. 

On saturday, the three boys left 
early morning. They packed some 
snacks and set out, As they 
reached the foot of the hillock the 
boys made sure they were not 
watched. They began climbing 
and reached the fort in three 
hours’ time. 

Inthe ruined castle lived an old 
man. The old man was consider- 
ably surprised to see the boys. He 
welcomed them to the castle, 





a surprise. I never knew I would 
have visitors. Come, share my 
lunch.” 

The boys looked at each other, 
‘They were very surprised when. 
the old man spread outa rich fare 
of fruits and vegetables along with 
rice. He had dhal too, 

“Tell us, how do you manage to 
have such a good lunch?” Somu 
asked. The old man grinned. 
Many of his teeth were missing. 
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“T have friends who deliver th 
goodies to me,” he said mysterio 









lhe boys then went into the 

castle and explored it, ‘The 
old man followed them into the 
castle, He pointed to a metal 
armour, It probably was worn by 
some soldier in the bygone days. 
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It was surprising how this armour 
still stood clean and without 
cobwebs! Before the boys could 


even think up a theory, the old 
man said, “this knight comes alive 


The boys almost took to their 
heels. This was too much. Did 
ghosts exist to this day and age? 
They looked at the old man who 
still had his toothless grin on. 





full moon day. Maybe we could 
wait for the knight to come to life.” 

They looked at the old man, He 
looked terrified. The boys walked 
into the grove. There were plenty 
of trees with edible fruits in the 
grove. They had a good feast of 
these fruits and waited for 
nightfall. As the moon rose in the 
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horizon the boys walked cautious- 
ly upto the castle. To their surprise 
they saw a truck standing just 
inside the courtyard of the castle. 
‘The boys hid behind a clump of 
bushes and watched 

“Isn't that the old man?” Raju 
asked shocked 

“Indeed it is,” said Mahesh 
‘The old man was standing beside 
the truck and was counting rupee 
notes. So, that was how he made 
aliving. But what was the truck 
doing there? 





So. two burly men walked 
lout of the fort and talked to 
the old man. 

“T tell you, this is not enough 
Don't think you can bully me. All 
that hashish and ganja is going 
to fetch you a neat pile. Give me 
the share you promised.” 

One man shook up the old man 
mercilessly. 

“Enough!” the voice that 
boomed shook everyone. “It is the 
knight,” Somu said in a hoarse 
whisper. The three boys stood root- 
ed to the spot. The knight walked 
up to the old man, “What was the 
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amount we promised?” 
‘The old man said 
something inaudible. 
Suddenly the knight 
turned its head. The 
boys were staring at the 
knight mesmerised. 
“Run, the knight is 
after us,” yelled Somu, 
terror- stricken. 
‘They ran as fast as they could, 
Just outside the fort, stood a police 
jeep. 


Or, constable grabbed Somu 
wefore he fell to the ground. 
‘Somu pointed wordlessly to the 
knight. The knight had stopped 
short when he saw the police. 

‘The knight pulled out his sword 
and aimed it at the policemen. 
‘The inspector shouted, “Your 
game is up. Give up.” 

‘The others were rounded up 
and the police thanked the boys 
for helping them. 

“Your parents complained that 
you were lost. We came here sear- 
ching for you", the inspector said. 

“But how did you know we were 
here?” Somu asked. 

‘The inspector laughed. “Your 
parents said you often asked too 
many questions about the castle. 
Since you did not get satisfactory 
answers, we knew you would 
come here to investigate.” 

Shishir Shekhar, Std. VI, 
Chinmaya Vidhyalaya, 
Hyderabad 
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[chaalakmat’s son was going to school forthe fist ime — 





Title master 
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ita's birth- 
Ra 

round the 
corer. She 
would be turning 
twelve this year. 
‘She walked around her garden won- 
dering what gifts she would get from 
her parents when she came across a 
piece of paper. She bent to pick't up. 
‘She saw someone jump over the com- 
pound wall. She rushed to the wall but 
the person had disappeared. She 
glanced at the paper in her hand. It 
said - 

"Meet at 10 a.m. on the 20-1 day 
‘of the 10th month. Follow the direc- 
tions given below.” 

“20-1 day of the 10th month? That is 
19th October; 19th is my birthday. | am 
‘going to folow the instructions. Must be 
some robber-gang out there. He prob- 
ably left this instruction for his friend. He 
‘Saw me and took to his heels.” 

So, that night Rita called up the po- 
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lice station. She asked 
for Inspector David, 
who was a family 
friend. She told him of 
the note she had 
found in her garden. 
She read out the 
ote to him, He lis 
tened and said, 
“alright. Today is 
the 15th. | will 
‘meetyouon 19th 
morning at 8:45, 

We will go together to 
the place. 


ADVENTURE 


Rita heaved a sigh and wished him 
{900d night. She decided not o tel her 
Parents about the note, The next day 
she went to school as usual. She was 
glad 19th was a Sunday. That meant 
she could go with uncle David with: 
‘out having to forgo school. She was 


excited, 
§ sunny, Rita woke up to warm 

birthday greetings from her par- 
ents. Her mother said, "Your present 
is waiting for you outside.” 

Rita ran out eagerly. A bicycle 
stood in the lawn, A note on the cycle 
read, “Lots of hugs and kisses”. Rita 
huggedher mother and father in turns. 
“Thank you so mu 

Her father said, “Now, have your 
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unday dawned bright and 





breakfast and then you can do any- 
thing you want.” 

Rita hurried with her breakfast and 
skipped out telling her parents that she 
‘was going for a walk. At the gate she 
met Inspector David. 

“Good morning, Uncle David,” Rita 
greeted him. 

“Good morning, Rita. Have you 
brought the note? Come, let's follow 
the directions. We start here, from 27, 
-B, Shivnagar. Take 20 large steps.” 
They moved twenty steps, "Whats the 
next instruction?" 

“Left - 15 steps,” Rita read out 

“Ok. Left - 15 steps. Now the next 
one please. 

They arrived at an old shed. "Un- 
cle, hide here, Let me have a look at 
the shed. If notice something strange, 
| will give shrill whistle You can come 
out.lf | notice nothing amiss, I'll give 
two whistles.” 

‘She walked upto the shed. She 

heard voices. She let out a 
shrill whistle. 












coxutam 


Inspector David emerged out of hid- 
ing and walked to the shed. Suddenly 
the door opened and a group of girls, 
sang in chorus, "Happy birthday, 
Rita.” 

ita stared in amazement at her 

friends Sheela, Tina, Mini and 

Gita instead of a gang of rob- 
bers. 

Uncle David now asked, “what is all 
this? What are you girs doing here?" 

‘Sorry, Uncle David. Today is Rita's 
birthday. We decided to host a party 
for her. We wrote out the directions for 
her to follow and threw the note into 
her garden, One of us watched from 
the edge of the compound wall. When 
she picked up the note, the girl 
jumped and ran to inform others.” 

Rita felt ashamed of her mistake. 
What a silly girl she had been! Of 
course, she should have recognised 
her friena's handwriting, 

Uncle David said, “Why Rita, you 
didn’t tell me it was your birthday. 
Happy birthday to you Rita. And you 
girls continue your celebration.” 
‘Thank you Uncle David 
and sorry for 
the mess,” 
Rita said con- 
tritely 

The girls 
asked Uncle 
David to partici 
pate in their party. 
It was the best 
birthday party Rita 
had ever had. 

GAYATHRI 
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ight-year old Sonu 
returned home from 
school. He gulped down 

his tiffin and milk and began to do 
his homework. He started with 
Maths and went on to finish english. 
Then, he began looking through his 
TE table. Ah! the drawing 
IE Scan had 

[fe ses the class 


f ‘ROKE N 
san VASES 


fancy. 

Drawing was his favourite 
subject. He loved to sketch and 
colour pictures. He wondered what 
object he could draw. He noticed 
the vase in the drawing room. Itwas 
an extremely colourful piece of 
China. Itwas.a gift from mummy's 
friend to mummy. Last year, 
mummy's friend had come home 
and Sonu knew that mummy loved 
it, 

She often told Sonu to be careful 
when he played in the drawing 
room. 

Mummy had even left specitic 
instructions with Lakshmi, the maid, 
not to let two-year old Pappu near 
the vase. Pappu was Sonu’s 
younger brother. Lakshmi looked 
after Pappu when Sonu's mother 
was away at work. 


‘Sonu sat near the vase, careful 
not to touch it even by mistake. He 
opened his drawing notebook and 
began to sketch with 
concentration. He became so 
engrossed in his work, that he did 
not notice a cat jump in through the 
window. The neighbour's kitten 
was a frequent visitor. In trying to 
shoo away the kitten Sonu’s hand 
fell on the beautiful 
vase. It fell on the 
ground and shattered to 
pieces. 


$= was stunned. 

Pappu who was 

playing in the 
‘Next room crawled to the 
Grawing room when he heard the 
noise. He picked up a piece of the 
vase and began fiddling with it. 
‘Sonu stood near the broken vase 
wondering what to do. Wher he 
saw Pappu play with the broken 
piece it struck him. He ran to the 
backyard where Lakshmi was 
chatting with the neighbour's 
servant. 

“Lakshmi, Pappu has broken the 
vase,” he said. Lakshmi continued 
talking to the other woman ignoring 
Sonu. "Go away. Can't you see | 
am busy? Lakshmi shooed him 
away. Sonu now shouted, “Pappu 
has broken the vase.” 

“Can't you keep an eye on 
Pappu when | am away?” she 
scolded Sonu and returned to the 
drawing room. 
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She picked up the broken 
pieces. The door bell rang. His 
mother had returned. Sonu waited 
for her reaction. Sonu's mother was 
angry and upset and scoldec 
Lakshmi forher carelessness. She 
said Lakshmi should have placed 
Pappu out-of-reach of things. Sonu 
heaved a sigh of relief 

That night, when Sonu’s mother 
was in a good mood, he showed 
her the sketch he had made of the 
vase. His mother was pleased. 
“When did you draw this?” 


‘nu said, “This afternoon”. 
But it was broken when 
I.came home.” 


‘Yes. | drew it before it broke. | 
was colouring it when it broke. 

“But, Sonu, if you were there 
when it broke, you could have kept 
Pappu away from the vase.” 

“Iwas busy colouring the vase. 
| did not notice Pappu. 

After inspecting 
the drawing again 
she asked casually, 








‘What are these pawmarks in the 
notebook, Sonu?” 

“Oh, they are the marks of the 
kitten ma.” He had forgotten to 
clean the marks. He had been so 
scared. The kitten had walked on 
the freshly watered flower bed in 
the garden before jumping from the 
window. 

His mother asked, “Was this 
before or ater the vase broke?” 

Sonu fumbled, “maybe before or 
after.” Suddenly he burst into tears 
and poured out the entire story. 

His mother said finally, “Ok, 0 
you broke the vase. But at least 
you could have owned up for the 
mistake you committed. It was a 
mistake. Do not blame others for 
what you have done. Also, don't 
lie, especially to your parents." 

Sonu nodded, relief flooding 
him. He decided never to lie 
again 





Usha Koundinya 
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Komax, ) FEEL LIKE 
FLYING NOW.-+ 


aU CAN FLY, FREEDAL 
DON'T YoU KNOW THAT 2 
Woke: BLY NOW IF you 

RERLLy WANT Jo SAVE 


OSE LIVES IN PERIL- 
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David Livingstone 
David Livingstone was 
a Scottish explorer and 
missonary who ex 
plored large areas of 
Central Africa in the 
course of his travels 
He was the first non, 
African to visit the 
Victoria falls at the source of 
the Nile. At one time he was pre- 
sumed lost and the American 
newspaper ‘New York Herald” sent 
their reporter Stanley to try and find 
him. Their meeting in the middle of 
the African jungle became one of 
the best remembered historic 
events. Livingstone’s explorations 
were leisurely, giving him time to 
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carefully observe and record the 
ways of the people he met. His 
example inspired many more 
explorers of his time. 


Jacques 
Cousteau 
~ French Commander 
\% Cousteau was fasci- 
nated by the secrets of 
the ocean depths, He 
verfected the aqua- 
sng equipment tor 
diving and in 1963 
he explored the In- 
dian Ocean in a 
special midget 
ubmarine, pow- 
ered by sea - water jets, and 
capable of staying un- 





der water for 24 
hours at a time, Later he 
built an underwater ‘village’ in the 
Indian Ocean. Documentary films 
made on his exploits have brought 
him deserved fame. 
Script & Illustrations 
J. Disney 
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lorence Grifith Joyner set the 
world on fire with her track per- 
formances in the late eighties. 
When she was on field, other sprinters 
prayed that they atleast quality for the 
heats! 

She set new trends in sports. She owns. 
the woman's world record for 100m and. 
200m sprint, She won the Olympics gold 
in 1988, She clocked 10.49 seconds in 
100 m and set a new world record. At 
Seoul Olympics she seta track record of 
21,34 seconds for 200m, 

She won the 1988 outstanding 
ameteur’s sports figure award, in the US. 
She is considered a ‘ground- 
breaker’ in this sport. 

BilCiinton has re- 
marked, “she had 
speed, talent and 
style.” she went all out 
to help promising and talented 
sportsperson “who came from poor 
neighbourhoods.” 

For aspiring sprinters Flo Jois aname 
toreckon with, She showed a tenacity that 
is hard to come by. She was tested 11 
times for drugs-use during the Games. 

She always tested negative, She was 
hounded throughout her sporting career 
with accusations of drug-usage. These 


rage among her fans. Indiana 
Pacers, a basketball team, asked her to 
design the team’s sportswear. 
Flo Jo died recently of seizure. She 
‘suffered a seizure in '96. 
Greg Foster, a three-time 110 m hur- 
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loo designed her own running 


GOKULAM Nove 








i 
h 
i| 
4 
i 
i} 
| 


legendary sprinter, have heaped fulsome 
praise on Fio Jo. 

Flo Jo grew up in the Los Angeles 
neighbourhood of Watts and began run- 
ning at the age of seven. She studied at 
the UCLA for a degree in business and 
psychology. 

‘She began working ata bankas atller 
until she was spotted as a sprinter. She 
was placed fourth in 1983 in the 200 m 
world championship sprint event 

In 1987 she finished second in the 
‘world championship 200 meters with pro- 
fessional training. In 1988, she bagged 
three golds in the Olympics. in 1989, she 
‘announced her retirement, aiming tohelp 
the gitis and boys of her neighbourhood 
towin world events. 
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“Thieves! Ah, 
Z2>> | know how to 
2 tackle this. 

J 








He asked his wife to place a| 
pestle inside the box. He 
warned her to remain calm. 


Let me drop the box 
into the well for safety, 
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The thieves set about searching 


for the box. 


Phew! There 
‘must be plenty, 
‘of jewels in 


‘Oh, My God! 

I'm exhausted. 

Can you see th 
jewel box? 














The thieves fled in fear. Tenaliraman| 
narrated the incident to the king. 


7 .--The thieves, 
Lord, took t 
ir heels, 
4 = 








Tenaliraman was rewarded wit! 
a bag of gold. 
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ndia today has more than 
250 sanctuaries and 55 na 
tional parks. These 
parks are home to 
India’s varied trees, flow 
ers and fruits, besides 
animals. lf you visit one of 
these parks you will see 
the lush green protecting 
the animals from the 
speed-crazy roads and 
its traffic. Here the ani 
mals live in peace, they 
have their own laws. Hu: 
man beings must abey these rules 
The government has laid down cer- 
tain laws and we cannot disobey 
them. If we try to inflict pain we 
have to pay dearly for it 

From time immemorial, Indian 
kings and rulers have shown much 
love for animals. We have our gods 
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and goddesses using these ani 
mals as their means of transport 
Many men have used animals to 
teach morals to human beings. 
The Buddah’s Jataka tales tells 
us how much he loved animals 
Kings like Akbar, Humayun 
Ashoka and Aurangazeb have 
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shown much sensitivity to 
nature. King Ashoka's 
edicts of 3 B.C. details the 
list of animals that should 
be protected. It also states 


that forests must not be 
burnt either for mischief or 
to destroy living creatures. 
Jehangir was a born natu- 
ralist 


ith such a rich 
history of men who 
loved animals does it 
not become our duty to 
preserve this heritage? Men like 
Jim Corbett and Rudyard Kipling 
showed a deep love for animals. 
We have named two of our natural 
sanctuaries after them. 

What is a natural sanctuary? In 
these sanctuaries, the animals and 
birds can build their home, live 

happily without being disturbed 
by man. These sanctuaries are 








either forest covers that the gov- 
ernment has consciously pro- 
tected or they have been culti- 
vated by man to help animals 
thrive. No human habitat is com- 
plete without animals. So, we 
must make all efforts to help ani- 
mals live alongside us. Everytime 
we see a tree, we can be sure 
there will be squirrels, birds and 
small insects that make a home 
for themselves. 

Atthe Bharatpur sanctuary, the 
Siberian crane nests during 
winter. It breeds here and returns 
to Siberia during summer. Once, 
when the sanctuary became un- 
safe, the birds migrated else- 
where. After much effort the 
birds have returned to 
Bharatpur. 

Birds and animals are sensi- 
tive to change. Unless we learn 
to maintain a good balance be- 
tween man and nature neither 
animals and birds nor humans 
can survive. 
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Ishi's laces were not tied. His 

mouth jutted out a half-eaten 
sandwich. The clock on the wall said 
6.58 a.m. 

Rishi was in XI standard, Usually 
an early bird,Rishi had overslept today. 
Mummy woke him up at six. She 
literally shook him out of bed. 

He had been awake upto 2 a.m. last 
night working out maths problems 
Today, his class had to face a test in 
maths, 

His head still reeling with unsolved 
maths problems, Rishi stumbled into 
the bathroom, Too late he realised the 










“BLUES” 


tooth paste tube was empty. 

“Oh, dear! Mama can you get mea 
new paste tube please?” 

Rishi’ yells were answered after 
nearly two precious minutes. Mama 
said,""No Rishi, I'm making your 
breakfast. If you need anything, get it 
yourself” Finally he tried to squeeze 
‘out a little from the tube, His fingers 
refused to obey him, After all, machs 
had taken all his energy! 

He hurried wich his bath, He 
rubbed his eyes to take the sleep out 
of them, They began burning. Oh! He 
had forgotten to wash the soap flakes 
in his hands, 








THE NIGHT SKY 











A lady threw her dark shaw! 
To the sky to dry it. 
Studded it was with stars 
And a brooch of pearly moon. 
‘The multi-comered gems 
‘Together illuminated the sky. 
Night came and it was time 
For everyone to g0 to bed. 
‘Then came the dawn, 
‘The rising sun had dried the shawl, 
And lady night gathered her belonging. 
With a ‘good morning” to all 
R. Lal 


Finally he had donned his uniform 
before the clock struck half past six. 
He rummaged into his drawer for the 
elusive badge. 





“M ama, did you see my badge’ 


Mama had not heard him 
probably. There was no reply from the 
kitchen, 

“Oh!Who on earth wanted children 
to wear uniform?” he grumbled, worry- 
ing all the time over the lost badge. 

He finally found it hiding beneath a 
couple of labels in the third drawer. 

He arranged the books into his bag 
according to the time table. 

His mother stuffed one sandwich 
into his mouth and the other. she 
packed for his lunch. He now looked 
like a joker in a circus. 

He gobbled up the sandwich and 
gasped, 

“Bye mama, bye papa.” 

He ran to the bus stop unmindful 
ofhis mother calling out that he should 
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age 13, Trivandrum 





‘tie his shoe laces. Else, he may trip. 

When he reached the bus stop it 
struck him that he had forgotten his, 
maths test note book. He rummaged 
into his bag frantically praying that he 
hadn't forgotten. 





There it was! “Did you bring 
your report card?” Rahul asked. 

Rishi was close to tears. He had 
placed the report card on his table 
reminding himself that he should take 
it with him. He had forgotten to put it 
into his bag. 

Jost then Ritu came. In her hand 
was his report card. The school bus 
screeched to ahalt next to them, Rishi 
grabbed the report card and gave his 
sister a hurried hug 

He boarded the bus and sat next 
to Rahul. His only prayer was ‘God, 
let the maths test paper be an easy 
one! 

Aravinda R. Narasimhan, age 12, 

Narvehram HES, Jamshedpur 
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MR. RHINO, BE CAREFUL. WE 
HEARD THAT A HUNTER HAS: 
‘COME TO THE FOREST. 





ONLY WEAKLINGS LIKE You 
HAVE TO FEAR, NOT ME..., 
EVEN A HUNTERS BULLET CANT 
PENETRATE MY SKIN O.K.! 
NOW GET Lost! 


COME ON, KuKu. 

SOME PEOPLE LEARN 

THEIR LESSONS THE 
HARD Way, 
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PLEASE HELP we | 
‘APPUI 


THANK YOU APPUT ‘OH! DONT MENTION, 
YOU ARE HELPING Me }f You SAVED ME FRO 
EVEN THOUGH | WAS J[ THIS TRAP BY FALLING, 

RUDE TO You, INTO | 


1S YOU SAlD APPUL. 
MR.RHINO HAS LEARNT HIS 
EBBON THE HARD WAY. 
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announcement, all the 
tickets had sold out 
The showbegan at six 
inthe evening thenex day. 
Alarge crowd gathered to 
watch the shooting. Moti 
ran round and round the 


NS 
Q 
cage. Every now and then 


he lifted his trunk and 
trumpeted loudly. It was as if 
Moti knew what was about to 








Moti was an happen. Fourmen with guns stood 
Indian elephant in a Outside the cage waiting for orders 
British circus. He to shoot 
entertained children Just as the manager was about 
with his pranks. He: 
would raise his trunk 
inamock salute, He 
would carry the flag 
andilead the band at 
the end of the show. to issue the order to shoot, he felt 

One, day all this someone drop a hand on his 
changed. Three shoulder. A short man with a 
times within a week, Moustache and thick glasses and 


Moti had tried to kil his Keeper. Moti a brownhat stoodbehind the manager. 
spelt danger to the boys and girls Of He was Rudyard Kipling, 


the circus. The circus manager “Let me gointothe cageand spend 
decided to do away with Moti. Moti some time with him,” said Kipling, 
was a favourite with the audience. So, ‘You would 


the manager was very upset that he 

would lose much money if Moti were: 

killed. He decided to make the 

mostotthelastshowwithMot. 
He announced that the UY 

circus would have a new 

item the next day. Moti 

would be shot and the 4 

shooting would bea 

part of the show. ay 

Minutes after this 
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be crushed to death in three minutes,” 
said the baffled manager. 


Kipling pulled out a paper from his 
pocket. It had the magistrate’s seal 
andsignalure. Themagisvate certiied 
that Kipling could enter the cage at his 
‘own risk. No one else would be held 
responsible if things went wrong. The 
manager read out the message and 
allowed Kipling to enter the cage 

Kipling entered the cage and 
closed the door behind him. Motisred 
eyes glared at Kipling. He let out a 
loud trumpet. Kipling began talking to 
the animal softy. As if charmed, the 
elephant began to cool down. 

Kipling advanced towards the 
elephant and patted his huge trunk, 
taking athe time. He then placed the 
elephant's trunk around his waist and 
walked around the cage. The crowd 
that had been watching the goings-on 
very tensely, now began to cheer 
loudly, 

Finally Kipling left the cage. 

“Moti was merely homesick 
Kipling told the manager. "He is an 
Indian elephant. |takked tohimin Hindi 
Moti was angry because noone talked 
to him in a language he understood. 
He is aright now: 

The manager thanked him. He 
offered his hand for a handshake. 
Kipling merely wakedoff. Peshapshe 
did not lke the idea of shaking hands 
with a man who had tried to make 
money out of kling an animal 

‘AW. Fazzim, Vil, 
Gout. HSS for girts, Coimbatore 
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ID 
YOU 
NOW? 


1. Our heart beats 1,03,680 times. 
per day. 

2. Blood circulates one crore and 
sixty eight miles in an adult 

3. Penguin has a tendency to 
swim at about 21 knv/hr. 

4. To collect one pound of honey 
bees have to visit 20 lakh flowers 

5. The life span of sea turtles is 
250 years. 

6. Dromornis Stirtoni is the 
heavest bird. It weighs 600 kgs. 











7. Plastic surgery was first 
performed India by “Sushrutha”’, 

8. Dolphin can sleep with its one 
eye open. 


MV. Swetha, XI Std, 
Vidhyaniketan School, 
Tumkur 
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Maharam was a wise king. Pirjah 
was his kind and helpful minister. 
The king is fully 

in the clutches 


like Piri 
to the kins 

















The ministers chose Samak to 
kill Pirjah, 


‘© Mighty one, 
we've nerd of 


planning? Let 
me listen, 





mini He gave each 
of them a thin dog. 


He said he'd choose a dog he 
wouldn't have to care for. 
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"He said the person with the best results would go tothe forest’ _Pirjah 
to pick the flower. = 





ian 
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7Thave to wash >) F } 
and comb Pirjah's_) don't have 


de 


Your dog 


Coeete i re 







debe to feed or 

wash it or 

‘comb its 
hair, 









LL \_ 


Pirjah’s dog has @ 

(ont tail. have to take 

are of ito maintain it® 
health, 

















The king said 
ich 






‘Samak will go to the 
t 


Maharam scolded 
Samak and ) 
punished him. 
Never did Samak 

or other ministers 
ever plot against 








Pirjan. 
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he bus halted before the huge 
gates inside the forest. The ife- 
size picture of a tiger was proof 
enough that they had arrived at the 
National Park. 

The bus entered the park. Close 
to the gate a band of school giris 
were playing 

“| will ight a chital today,” cried a 
gir. 

"Me a sambar” cried another. 

“Chital? Sambar?" aman in white 
trousers and shirt and horn-rimmed 
Glasses frowned at them. “You are 
Creating such an uproar that all the 
animals have fled the park for their 
dear lives.” 

“The park direc- 
tor,” whispered the 
guide to Tumpa. 

"Good afternoon, 
si,” the guide 
wished the director. 
"Here is the batch of 
tourists for the day. 

“Goodness me.” 
the park director's 
eyebrows shot up 
"A bus-load of tour- 
ists flooding the park 
everyday!” He shot 
an accusing glance 
at the guide. “You 
won't allow the ani- 
mals to rest in 


peace.” 
The guide scratched his head. 
“That's right, sir” 

After all, the director was a wild- 
life expert 

“When will we enter the park?" an 
irate Tumpa asked. 

‘After dusk,” replied the guide. 

“Why not now?" 

“The animals retreat into their 
hideouts during the day and come 
out with darkness," explained the 
‘guide. "Just as we stay at home di 
ing night and come out during day." 


T 





umpa smiled, 
“Look, look at the girl," the 
director burst out suddenly. 








NATIONAL PARK 
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Tumpa turned to see one of the 
girls snapping a young branch of a 
tree. 

The director picked up the branch 
and looked angrily at the girl. The 
poor girl took to her heels, tossing 
her mane of hair in the wind. 

ho is in charge of the girls?” 
the director thundered, his face pur- 
ple with rage. A woman ran up, "Yes, 
sir?” 

“What's this?” 

The director turned to her angrily 
"Your girls are shouting, screaming, 
breaking branches and lttering the 
park,” 

The teacher flushed in embar- 
rassment. 

Tumpa pursed her lip. What a 
man! Shouting at a woman. Tumpa 
had forgotten that the director was 
angry because the girls were behav- 
ing more like the animals while the 
































animals were docile. 

‘What turmoil!” the guide shook 
his head in dismay. “I wanted to show 
you a bear or a wild boar. Now you'll 
be lucky to glimpse a chital or a 
sambar!” 

‘What did you say?" laughed a 
tourist with a huge moustache. 

Chital? Sambar? Ha, ha, we have 
come here not to see a vegetarian 
animal.” He twirled his moustache. 


jou want to see a tiger? 

ifthe purpose of the visit 
is to see a tiger, then you 
must go to a 200. Our park is not a 
200," the director snarled. 

Tumpa took a sideways glance at 
the director. The man was awlully 
rude. Tumpa forgot that the girls had 
disgruntled him by breaking 
branches. 

Soon, it was twilight. The shad- 
ows lengthened. It 
was dark. The en: 
gine of the bus 
whined, The driver 
was getting ready to 
enter the forest. 

| shudder to think 
of our park being 
turned into a zoo," 
the director ranted, 
Tumpa wondered 


Ww 









why the director was: 
still holding on to his 
anger. “Too many 
tourists scare away 
the wild animals... do 
you know..." 





Ifonly the park director would stop 
talking. 

The driver switched on the head- 
lights. The beam set aglow the trees 
and bushes in a strange way. 

“The impact of the tourists invad- 
ing the natural reserves is still being 
debated,” the director said. Tumpa 
wished he would stop talking. “I 
myself in my research have... have. 
ha...” 

‘Tumpa turned around to see what 
had happened to the director. He 
was staring disbelievingly at a bush 
infrontofhim. His mouth hung open. 

Tumpa looked to where the direc- 
tor's eyes were. The beams fellon a 
pair of red glowing marbles. Tumpa_ 
could see an indistinct yellow object, 
something like an animal crouched 
tow in the bush. 

“Stave Mee. Ah. 
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" she heard a rus- 





tle in the bush. An animal scrambled 
out of the bush and sat gently in 
front of the bush! 

“L-e~-o-p-a-1-c" said the director, 
ina trembling voice 

Tumpa froze. Everyone stared at 
the animal. twas merely a few feet 
away. 

Inthe bus headlight, they saw the 
golden coat of the animal. Everyone 
watched the animal, afraid to speak 
‘Tumpa’s eyes were wide and trans- 
fixed. 

The animal did not look pleased 
with them. Its eyes, with a wicked 
glint, darted from one face to an- 
other. They then fell on Tumpa. It 
looked straight into the eyes of 
Tumpa. The animal bared its teeth. 
It looked as if it were laughing at 
them. 

Imagine a leopard laughing! 
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The leopard sat there gazing at 
the people in the bus. Suddenly its 
eyes rested on the director's face. It 
was clearly startled to see the direc- 
tor. Like a naughty school boy 
caught while skipping class by his 
teacher 

“Oh, oh oh..." the scream made 
everyone turn and look at the man. 
twas the moustached man who had 
wanted to see a tiger. The leopard 
had seen him too, 





its feet, and in an effortless jump 

landed behind a bushy tree. 
‘Tumpa could catch only the fleeting 
glimpse of a golden form in mid-air. 

The puzzled silence prolonged in 
the bus, '.... can't believe it." Itwas 
the director, He was the first to find 
his voice. 

"How on earth can this happen 


] nan instant, the leopard leapt to 


Ramesh : Why do carnivorous animals 
eat raw meat?” 

Rajesh : They don’t know how to 

cook. 

B. Shreekanth (aged 16), 

STD XI, 

M. Venkata Subba Rao School, 

Chennai 





in a place teeming with people?" 
wondered the guide. 

“Wonder of wonders.” 

"Yes," said the director. “Leop- 
ards are extremely man-shy. They al- 
ways avoid people. We hardly sight 
leopard in our park.” 

“| have spent weeks in the park 
without sighting a leopard, And now 
‘we see one so close to the gate.” 

“Oh, what a splendid sightit was. 
Leopards are the most beautiful 
creatures aren't they?" cried Tumpa, 
“And how it looked at me." 

"Yes," said the director, A child- 
like smile spread over his face, “They 
are really a beauty, But, these beau- 
tiful animals are killed for their skins,” 

K Tumpa asked in a shocked 

voice, "I can'timagine any- 
thing more brutal than this.” 

“The country’s wildlife sanctuar- 
ies are the last havens of the mag- 
nificent animals," said the director. 
“But the poachers sneak into these 
parks to kill them." 

“How sad,” said Tumpa, feeling 
‘sorry for the animals. 

“But we want the animals to sur- 
vive," said the director. “We main- 
tain a strict vigil over the park to pre- 
serve our forest and keep out poach- 
ers. Aren't we right?" 


illed for their skins?” 








“Oh, yes,” replied Tumpa. She 
could not help liking the director now. 
Sukendhu Dutta, 

Calcutta. 
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Co 
indu gods Brahma, Vishnu 
‘and Maheshwara have no 
specific forms, 


Nor do they lve in 
different worlds, The 





human body is the living temple in 
which these gods reside and move. 


cheshwara resides in the 
heart of every human being 
and is called the Athma, 

Itis also known os the 
‘atmatatwa. Shiva or Maheshwara 
represents the satwa guna. This 
ottribute is represented by white 
colour, 

The human mind represents 
Vishnutatwa, He rules the activity of 
the human being. itis called the 
rojas, oF the quality of activity. 

Vishnu rules the kriya shakti. This 
attribute is 
‘associated with red 
colour. 

Vak or sound 
represents the 
brahmaswarupa, 
Every sound that 
emanates from the 
body is associated 
with brahma, This 
attribute is 
associated with 
‘chamkara, Itis 
represented by 
black colour. Our 
body is a temple by 
itself, 

V. Akilo, 
Std. vill, 
Jowohar 
Vidhyolaya, 
Chennai 
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he children continued 
to walk. Suddenly 
Samir pointed out to an 

arrow mark 
“But, what's this? It 
points upwards,” said 
Gouri surprised. “! can see 

a packet up there, 

She reached out for the packet, As 
she priedit open, a small chit fell, Gitu 
picked up the chit and read aloud ~ 

‘Congrats! You've found your last 
Clue. All you have to do now is to blow 
the whistle to let us know that you've 
found the 
treasure! 





teacher had signed 
her name on the chit, Everyone burst 
into laughter. "So, we found the treas- 
ure. And we did have a nice time, 
Didn't we?" Gouri said, 

“Let's blow the whistle. It's getting 
dark and |'m tired,” said Gitu, 
Soon, the girls were reunited with 


their anxious teachers. 

"Oh, ma'm, We had such a won- 
derful adventure," burst out Suji. And 
out came their extraordinary tale of 
adventure, Gouri, Gitu and Sowmya 
added to it 

“And | brought this as evidence,” 
said Sowmya, She fished into her 
pocket and brought out a sparkling 
diamond, The teachers watched her 
battled. 

“Well... Wel... | am proud of you 
girls, Youhad been gone for five hours, 
and we were beginning to worry about 


sce ADVENTUROUS HO 
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GRARGHAP ah ahah oRab 





By. S.Srikanth, age 17, Kudremukh 











your safety. We nolified the police. 
They must have reached 
the camp by now.” 


BARBS oxen cise poster 
that diamond? We didn’t 
see you take it. What are 
you going to do with it? 
Gitu asked, 

“Keep it as a souvenier,” she 
looked at her friends who now looked 
shocked 

"Silly, | was just kidding. 

Atthe camp a police inspector and 
a few constables were waiting. 

‘When the inspector heard the girls 
story, he said, “ingeneous. We knew 
a diamond smugaling gang operated 
from here. But we couldn't nail them. 
Good work children!” He beamed with 
pleasure and took custody of the dia- 
mond, 
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The children flushed with joy. They 
were then taken home by the inspec- 
tor in his jeep. The constables were 
instructed to take into custody Peter 
and his friend. 

When they reached home, they were 
ivenawarmand.cosy welcome, The gts 
and Samir received a wonderful treat 
They were to spend their upcoming 
dusshera holidays at the Mehta's cotage 
in Ooty. Even Sowmya's litle German 
shepherd Snoopy, thought it was a won- 
erful idea. 

I still can't believe | was part of a 
hair-raising adventure,” said Gitu, fon- 
dling Snoopy's ears. 

The girls agreed and went back to 
talking about their adventure in the 
woods 

END 


P. KAVITHA, age 13, PSBBSSS, 
‘Chennai 
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lexander Dumas, has referred 
to the man in the iron mask in 
‘one of his novels. He says this man 
was kept a prisoner in the Bastille 
and is portrayed as the twin brother 
of Louis XIV or the king himself. 
‘There was a masked prisoner in 
the Bastille during the reign of Louis 
XIV. His mask was made of velvet 
and he lived in style and comfort. 
He was guarded by two musket- 
eers and spent much of his life a 
prisoner, dying 34 years later. The 
man was not allowed to speak ex- 
cept ask for his daily needs. His 
name was never revealed. He was 
60 


buried under a false 
name. Questions 
about him elicited 
little information. 


any theo- 
isted during 
his lifetime. 
One theory 
is that the 
prisoner 
was the true 
father of Louis XIV. 
Louis Xil and his queen had 
been childless for thirteen of their 
22 years of married life. They had 
also lived apart for years until Car- 
dinal Richelieu brought about a 
brief reconciliation. Shortly after 
this the queen gave birth toa son 
and it is probable that the father 
was not Louis but some noble- 
man. The young Louis did not 
look like his father at al 

The theory goes that the real 
father was sent abroad to avoid 
scandal. He returned to France 
hoping for favours from his son, 
who was now the king. He was ar- 
tested and hidden away. He prob- 
ably looked too much like the king 
for comfort. Since Louis couldn't 
bring himself to murder his own 
father, he had him gaoled for life. 
The secret of the masked man 
was buried with him, 


Madhumita Satish Shervan, 
VIIA, IES, Modern Eng School, 
Mumbai 
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‘nce upon atime, an onion, a tomato and a 
0 ladies finger foundthemselvesinthesame (4 
basket, Soon, they struck up friendship. 
They spent much of their 
time enjoying them: 
selves and passing 
their time together 
‘One day, the to- 
mato andthe lacie fin 
ger were 

picked by a 
woman who 
came to the mar- 
ket. 

The onion was very upset 
to lose them, He knew he would never see either of 
them again. 

He cried till there were no tears let 


he onion decided to do away with his life by 
faling before a passing vehicle on the road. Sud- 
denly he realised that there would be noone to 
cory for him after his death 
This only upset him 
more 
‘Asage who 
passed by the 
shop heard & 
the onion won. 
der aloud, 
"Who will cry 


for me after my death?" 
The sage said, “don't worry, who- 
‘ever cuts you up will shed tears.” 
That is why we cry everytime we 


cut onions. 


N. Kasthuri, VIC, 

DTEASSS, N. Delhi 

Dear Kasthuri, please send in your 
house address. 
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V agree with s. 
Sundaraman (Sept 
'98). The education 
system in India puts 
pressure on children 
The stress is only on 
scoring good marks 
Poor academic per. 
formance leat 
offacein school andin 

class. The ammount of homework doled out to students 
leaves them with no time to participate in extra-curricu- 
lar activites. 

Weekends only see more homework. There's littie time 
for anything else. Talents in other fields thus gets a back 
seat. For the parents, itis simply a matter of topping the 
class. The rest, they believe will come automatically. Fi- 
nally, we have grown up children who are neither good 
at studies nor have they leamt any ski 
‘SM. Ziaullah, age 16, Bhatkal 
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gious heads 
ethese days 
preaching that 
MP we should op- 
pose family 
planning programmes adopted by the government. They 
argue that children are a git om God. Itis a sin to prac 
tise birth control 
‘God who gives children also gives them food and 
shelter and protects them too. Our rulers do not follow 
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certain laws laid down by religion. Birth 
controls a cruel deed, 

If this argument is to be accepted 
then there should not be any child 
without food, clothing or shelter. But 
this is not the case. God not only cre- 
‘ated man but he also gave him brains 
tothink and to plan for a better ie. tis 
crue! to be get children when the par 
ents are nat ina position to provide for 
them. Hence family planning is nec- 
essary, especially among economi- 
cally weaker sections of the society 

Mitakshi Sirsi, Gitanjali SS, 
VIIA, Hyderabad 
Service to country 


| agree with Sowmya. Why concen- 
trate only on the NRIs? If each of us 


Once my aunt visited her 
friend's house. Both friends en- 
joyed themselves, reliving their 
past. My aunt's friend suggested 
they have a cup of tea 

She soon returned from the 
kitchen with a large glass of tea 
My aunt took one look at the large 
glass and wondered if her friend 
was ok. My aunt told her she'd 
have only half a glass of tea 
She couldn't drink too much tea, 
she said 

My aunt's friend tried to 
pursuade her to take the entire 
glass of tea. When my aunt 
wouldn't listen, she had to agree 
to give her just half a cup 

Much to my aunt's surprise 
there was almost no tea in the 
cup served to her. My aunt's 
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considered our country and its needs 
as supreme, then we would have a 
wonderful future, won'twe? May be we 
could each contribute atleast one ru- 
pee towards savings each day. It will 
goa long way. 
D. Vasista, age 15, 
‘St. John's SSS, Chennai 


A TUMBLER OF TEA 


friend then said, “the cup is de- 
signed to hold only a small amount 
of tea though the glass looks 
huge.” My aunt narrated this inci- 
Gent when she returned and we all 
had a hearty laugh. 

Abhijt D. Mesta, Hannavar 








YAWN THE PORMLS 
HE (NEVSR 


In two minds,” burst out Vet 

‘What do you mean two minds? 
‘Oh”, replied Arthur, “He did not 

know whether to hit you for a four or for 








In two mind: me 

















‘The South African cricket team was 
touring England. They were playing 
against Yorkshire at Sheffield. H.B. "9% 
Cameron of South Afri 
the bowling of Hi 








went in to face 
diey Verity of | History repeat 


There 
coincidences between the former 
presidents of USA — Abraham Lincoln 
and John F. Kennedy. 

Lincoln was elected president in 
1860, while Kennedy, in 1960, exactly 
100 years later. Both were assassinated. 
Lincoln's assassin’s name was Kennedy; 
while Kennedy's, Lincoln, Both the 
presidents were shot from the back, The 
wives of both were present with them at 

that time. They 
both died ona 
friday, Lincoln 
was killed in a 
and his 





s itself? 














are. several amazing 













Yorkshire, The first ball he h 
the pavilion for a six; the next three balls, 
for fours; and the last two for six each. 
He made 30 runs off the over! 

At the end of the over, Verity was 
passing Arthur Wood with a long face. 
‘The latter, to cheer up the bowler. 
remarked, “Don't worry, Headley, you 
have got him in two minds. 
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caught ina godown. Kennedy was shot 
from a godown, and his assassin was 
caught in a theatre. The names of both 
the culprits spelt with 13 letters, and both 
‘were killed before they were brought for 
trial, 
Lincoln's successor was Andre 
Johnson; while Kennedy's, Lyndon 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson was born in 
1808, while Lyndon Johnson, 1908. ‘The 
names of both spelt with 13 letters, 
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‘The British Peer, Lord Beatsborough 
was up one morning feeling fit as a 
fiddle, But, as he reached for his 
newspaper, he was startled to read his 
name in’ the obituary column, 
nnouncing his sad demise. He promptly 





1 Disnwy 


telephoned the newspaper. A contrite 
sub-editor did apologise, but asked 
wonderingly, “but where are you calling 
from?” 








‘Superman’s daddy? 
No! 


Marion Brando, the Hollywood 
super star, was offered millions of dollars 
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for just a ten-minute role as Superman's 
father ina certain film. But he declined, 
Unfortunately, ithas been down-hill ever 
since, In 1990, his son was convicted of 
murder for shooting his sister's boy 
friend, Finally, she hanged herself and 
died, 
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st fool 





King James 1 of England seemed to 
have known that smoking was injurious 
tohealth, One of the many books he had 
written was titled “Counterblast to 
smoking”. In it he tried to turn his 
people away from smoking, “the 
stinking weed, which Sir Walter 
Raleigh had just then brought from 
America, Unfortunately, nobody paid 
any heed to the King, whom the people 
called, “the wisest foo! in Christendom.” 




















I: Bhavana’s chest cavity 
oes the ribs lies her lungs. 

It is a floor of muscles which 
moves up and down as she 
breathes. The lungs do 
not breathe, The real 
breathing is done by 
protoplasm. Oxygen 
needed for combustion 
and breathing process is 
taken in by lungs. 

The air enters the nose. 
Itis warmed, filtered and 
moistened by the wind pipe and 
voice-box. The body mechanism 
also warms the air as it reaches the 
lungs. If we breathe in a hurry we 
breathe through the mouth. It 
reaches the air cells in the lungs 
without being filtered. The lungs 
cannot purify the air it receives 

‘The air that is brought into the 
Jungs by the wind pipe comes in 
contact with the blood pumped by 
the heart to the lungs. The blood 
then takes the oxygen and moves 
through the body. This is the 
breathing system in all life patterns 
on earth. We do not wear tight 
clothes. When we wear tight 
clothes, the lungs find breathing 
difficult. 
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04 ait meant 
poor onygen supply. 
Blood circulates because we 

breathe. In living organisms 
breathing is done in the mole- 
cules, The molecules take the 
‘oxygen brought by blood. They 
create many changes in the body 
as they take oxygen. This kind of 
breathing is what makes life tick. 
The heart lies between the right 
and the left lung. 


*he lung is covered by a thin 

tissue called fluera. The heart 
and lungs are sheltered by a 
number of bones called the ribs 
They are supported by a flat sheet 
‘of muscle which divides the body 
into two halves. 

This muscle is called the 
diaphragm. Diaphragm means 
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BODY TALI 


anything ‘stretched across’. This 
muscle is a dome-shaped structure 
which has veins and arteries pass- 
ing through it. The lungs rest on 
this dome and expand and shrink 
to take in air and to let it out. The 
diaphragam helps the lungs in this 
constant action. 

When air enters the nose, the 
tiny hairs in the nose filter the air 
of dust particles, The blood that is 
flowing within the walls of the 
nose warms the air. Since it is a 
long, winding passage 

from nose to lungs it 
makes a fine filter 
Thus all the micro- 
bes and dust 
particles get 
filtered as the air 
moves through 
the wind pipe. 
Before reaching 
the lungs the air 
is quite pure 
The wind 
pipe is made of 
tiny rings which 
can be felt 
through the 
neck by 
running 
your fingers 
across the 
throat. 
The wind pipe is then 
divided into two tubes. 
These tubes are called 
‘bronchi’. When 










* Never sloop in 
room with clotes 
‘windows 
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these bronchis fall ill, we call the 
disease ‘bronchitis’. These 
bronchi divide further until they 
are small bud-like structures which 
are called air cells. 


these tiny hollow spaces with 
very fine walls lined with 
living cells contain air, 

These cells are placed above a 
number of minute blood vessels. 
The blood in these vessels has to 
be purified. 

A remarkable transformation 
now takes place. Oxygen from the 
air cells is absorbed by the blood 
passing around them and is thus 
purified. Gases which cannot be 
Used up are sent out - and exhaled 
through the nose. 

The lung is built like a 
sponge. It is believed to occu- 
py 2,000 sq. ft. of space if 
spread out. A new-born's 
lung is pearly white with a 

tint of pink when blood 
flows through it, An 
eskimo’s lung, which has 
never breathed coal- 
* Lungs need pure ai he 
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dust will also be as white as a 
new-born’s lung. 

The lung of a coal-miner is 
black. This is because his nose 
cannot keep out all the dust 
particles he breathes in. The lung 
of a city-dweller is slaty grey, half 
as dirty asa coal miner's lungs! 

The lung's tissues are elastic by 
nature, The tissue looks yellow 
under microscope. It is made up 
of tiny threads of tissue which will 












‘breathe more 
while oxereling, 


curl up when they are straightened 
out. 

A grown-up man breathes 15 to 
16 times in a minute; a woman 18 
times and children more frequently. 

Breathing in is called inspiration. 


hen Bhavana breathes out it 
is called expiration. 
Everytime she breathes the dia- 
phragm flattens and then comes to 
its original form. Though 
Bhavana is a child and breathes 


more frequently she is unable to 
provide as much air as her lungs 
need. The air she breathes reaches 
upto only the upper cells of her 
lungs. The rest of the air/oxygen is 
sent to her lungs by diffusion, 

That is why doctors ask you to take 
deep breaths, 

What is choking? 

The air passes through the wind 
pipe into the voice-box along the 
throat, The food pipe lies behind 
the wind pipe. When a food part- 
cle instead of passing smoothly 
through the food pipe gets lodged 
in the wind-pipe the air’s passage 
is blocked, This could happen 
when Bhavana swallows in a 
hurry. 

The voice-box is a pair of 
tissues stretched from side to side. 
These tissues move apart wide 
enough to allow air to pass 
through the wind pipe, When a 
particle gets lodged into the voice- 
box, breathing becomes difficult, 
The tissues cannot move and air 
cannot get in, This is called a 
choking fit. Sometimes, coughing 
is enough. 

Coughing throws up a blow of 
air from the lungs and dislodges 
the particles. Very rarely this does 
not work. Then by putting a finger 
into the mouth, the offending 
particle can be dislodged. The 
voice-box is very close to the 
mouth, So, itis easy to reach it 
Another method to end choking is 
to drink water. 
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Largest 
residence 


The world’s largest 
residence is the pala 
the Sultan of Br 
has 1788 rooms and 
the elaborate interior 




















decorations include 
gold tiles and 564 
chandeliers. Gar 





[reptile 


under the palace house 
the sultan’s cars, which it 3 
Rolls Royces. s pesonal 
fortune is $37 billion 








sult 


Godzilla on 


made of 
14,000 
pieces of 


was displayed at a hotel in Tokyo, 
Japan. Six chefs took t 
weeks to make this three met 
tall Japanese classic mo 
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character. The statue weighed 500 
kg. 





Cheese, 
please 


In Europe and Asia, cheese is 
made from the milk of cows, 














— “| 
buffaloes, goats and sheep. In 
Lapland, reindeer's milk is used 
and in Tibet, yak's milk is used. 
here, cheese is also made 
e milk of camels, donkeys, 
horses and zebras. 











Palm-sized 
camera 


¢ Company in Tokyo, 

an, has developed the world's 
smallest and lightest digital video 
camera, “Digicam NV - CI" and 
displayed it in Tokyo. The new 
amera features a dual-memory 
system which consists of a 2MB 
built-in flash memory and a DV 












format tape. It allows the user to 
take a maximum of 48 still pictures 
without using a tape. The camera 
is priced at $ 1,600. 





Record 
jump 

A 92-year 
‘old Ohio man in 
America jumped 
oft an aeroplane 
and made it to 
the Guinness 
records. He 
became the 
oldest person 
ever to jump out 














‘of an aeroplane without opening a 
parachute until he neared the 
ground. Mr. Herb Tanner said he 
would love to do this thriling act 
again 





Paul Green, @ 
professional 
waiter from the 
One World 
Sport Theme 
Restaurant won 
the “annual 
waiters race" 
without spilling a 
drop of water he 
was carrying 
during the race. He also won a 
holiday to Paris as the prize for the 
feat. 

Suresh K. Anjum, Calcutta 
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MAZING 
aMfacrs 


@ =~ Acomet's tail can reach 
across space for 100 million miles. 
@ Snakes don't have eyelids 


but a transparent membrane pro- 





tects their eyes. 

© Baby girls in Tiwi Island are 
married at birth 

© Sponge is the skeleton of a 
once - alive animal. 

® When a glass breaks the 
develops at a speed of around 
3000 miles/hr. 
~~ Canteenwala (Inthe Railway station): li 
Sambar, Idli Sambar Sambar is free of cos. 

Passenger:Then, give me only Sambar. 

KR. Subhashini, age 13 years, 
VIII Std Spurthy Niketan HS, Bangalore 








1) Your left elbow 
2) Two birds 

3) Crane 

4) A Teapot 

5) For Hentertainment 
6)It had a loose screw 
7) Becuse it can’t go 


under it 
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NATION'S CELEBRATION 


12 56101112 -567 - 8910 
IN- PENCE -PEN- DEN 


"The number at the four corners (96, 68, 81 and 
19) add up to 264 

2. The number in the middle squares (69, 91, 
{86 and 18) add up to 264 

3). The two middle numbers of the first and last 
rows add up to 264 

4) The two middle numbers of the first and last 
columns add up to 264 

5, Ifthe square is divided into 4 equal squares 
the 4 numbers in each of the squares will add up 
to 264. 

The “Spectacular” and "most unique” property 
is: 

All these properties work even if the magic 
square is seen upside down 
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iger, tiger 
burning 
bright 

In the forest of 
the night.” 

This poem 
would have senta 
chill through the 
spine of every 
reader once upon 
a time, But these 
days, animals tke 
tiger have only 
fired our imagina- 
tion, The tigers we 
come across in 
zo0sor incircuses 
are halt-starved 
animals which may not sur: 
Vive o their ull lifespan, They 
are prey toa hos! of diseases 
besides not having enough 
toeat. Also-captivity destroys 
the zest to live. 

‘At the beginning of this century the 
tiger population in India was estimated 
a 40,000, Today, there are hardly 3,500 
tigers, Where did all these animals go? 
India's national animal isthe tiger. Yot, it 
{snow facing extinction 

Many of the tigers were killed for 
sport by the kings, Others wore wiped 
out in the same fashion by the 
zamindars and taken home as decora 
tive pieces for their halls, In the recent 
fast a new reason has come up. Tigers 
are being killed because there is plenty 
‘of money to be made. Killers armed with 
files move into the sanctuaries. They 
shoot the animals down. Their skin, teeth 
and bones are sold in the market for a 
helty profit. Indian government has laid 
down stringent rules and laws. Yet, 
poaching continues. India has a few t- 
ger sanctuaries. But for these sanctu- 
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aries the tiger 
@] would nave be- 
come extinctiong 
ago. Inthe begin- 
ning of 20th cen- 
tury, India had a 
rich forest cover, 
Tigers roamed 
freely. With indus- 
trialisation and 
development of 
cities, the forests 
were razed to the 
ground, When for- 
ests were cut 
down, animals 
\ like deers and 








NESS 


sent to 2008 or parks. Tigers thal lived 
on deers and goats suddenly found 
food scarce. They died in large num- 
bers for want of food, 


igers were brought to 200s, Animals 
that roamed treely in the forests 
could not adjust to cages. Besides, 
‘in 2008 atleast two tigers are housed in 
a cage. A tiger roams alone. It seeks 
‘company only during mating season, In 
the 200, the zoo authorities tried tomate 
tigers. Ithas proved very unsuccessful 
because the animals are uncomfortable 
in closed cages. Besides, if one tiger 
were 10 fall sick, the other tiger in the 
cage will also immediately contact the 
disease, Food served to the tiger is not 
hunted by the animal. So, the animal 
does not like the food. Animals in the 
2200 di for lack of proper care. 
Rudyard Kipling has recordedon fim 
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the sighting of a white tigress with her 
cubs in the Himalayas just 50 years 
ago Today, there are no white tigers in 
the country. Recently, the Kaziranga 
national park was flooded by the 
Brahmaputra river. Most of the animals 
in the park have died or have fled to 
other parts, Such natural calamities 
have killed the tigers too, Atthe national 
park, even rhinos that can swim have 
been washed away, 


he forest department authorities who 

have now taken custody of a baby 
rhino say they cannot care for the baby 
for a very long time. The baby rhino 
needs about 120 Its of milk and Cerelac 
{or its consumption every month. The 
authorities are thinking of handing over 
the baby thino toa zoo, The authorities 
say that the rhino may not survive for 
Jong even in the zoo, 

The Sundarban tigers are India’s 
treasure trove of tigers. These tigers can 
‘even swim under necessity. But, the ti: 





‘Cover Story 
gers have been dreaded by the farm- 
ersof the Sundarbans. They have killed 
many tigers because these tigers they 
believe are man-eaters. Tigers are not 
man-eaters. Tigers feed on smaller ani 
mals. They are more scared of humans 
than man is of tigers. Tigers are help: 
less when faced with guns. We must 
preserve tigers, not destroy them, at our 
whim and fancy. 

‘The tiger was chosen as the emblem 
for one of the world's first civilisations 
Mohenjodaro, Project Tiger was estab 
lished in 1973 at the Corbett National 
Park. The only home of lions is the Gir 
forest. Recent studies reveal the Gir is 
the only place one can see the Asiat 
lions, Even Gir forest is now facing trou- 
ble, There are poachers and a temple 
has now come up inside the sanctuary, 
Despite many requests the temple i 
tracting a large crowd which proves 
that in order to preserve our forest wealth 
the need of the hour is to educate peo- 
ple. 
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Fill in 
the blanks appro- 
priately and get the sur- 
prise word by rearrang- 
ing the circled letters. 
1) A large spotted 


animal of the cat fam- 
il 








small hors. 





A black and white 
American animal that 
gives out a foul smelling 
fluid when attacked 


a 

#) A baby cat 
a 

5) A beautiful long- 
horned beast 


marsupial, looks like a 
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small bear 
7) A nimble, bushy- 
tailed rodent that lives 
on trees 
Hint for surprise word: 
Queen of the jungle. 
Prabha Mallya, 
age 13, St. Mary's HS, 
Ponda 











ANSWER: 

1) LEQ PARD 
2) POMY 

3) @KUNK 

4) KQITEN 

5) ANT@LOPE 
6) KOA@A 
7) @QUIRREL 
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GALLERY 





D. Prasanna, Coimbatore. 


Meenakshi, (age 12), 
K.V., Bolarum, Secunderabad. 





‘Ambarish Shrivastav, age 12, 
Kalpakkam, Chennai. 
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B, Padmashree, age 13, 


PSSSS, Chennai 










H.P. Vishwanath, age 13, 
St. Antony's H.S.S., 
Thanjavur 


Rakesh Sah, Burdwan, 
West Bengal 
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CHECK IT OUT 










[D) esign a card for 
chacha Nehru’s 
birthday. In 15 words tell 
him what you will say to 
him if you got to meet him. 
The best ten entries will 
be published and be 
given prizes too. Last 
date: 10, Dec ‘98, Paste 
this coupon on your an- 
swer sheet 
Editor, 
Gokulam, 
47, Jawaharlal 
Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, 
Chennai 97. 

























Nation’s pride Bipy, Pied. “giveittosome 
PB. needy person 
ne day Bapuji was ‘ 


Gandhiji handed 
over the money to 
a society for the 


Poor, 


waiting at the railway 
station for a friend 

when a man alighted 

from the train and 

placed a some money 

at his feet. Gandhiji 


should 1 do win i ln 
( P Ponds 
it?" The man 2 7 
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